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Study Concludes Incline Railway Will Spark Regional  and State 
Economies  
 
(West Point, NY) – An economic and fiscal impact study recently completed at the United States 
Military Academy concluded that a restored Mount Beacon Incline Railway could draw up to 
415,000 visitors annually. Those visitors would generate a total regional economic impact of 
$68.5 million. Of this, $53.6 million would be new direct and aggregate spending drawn into 
New York State.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This level of economic activity would also create over 1,000 new jobs in the Dutchess, Ulster, 
Orange, Putnam, and Westchester County area, as well as a net gain of almost 700 jobs statewide. 
The railway’s 18-month reconstruction phase would provide an additional economic boost, 
generating over 140 additional jobs.  
 
“We’ve always known that the restored railway would be a prosperity engine,” said Incline 
Society President and CEO Anne Lynch. “But with the completion of this study, its potential 
impact becomes clear. The Mount Beacon Incline Railway and Museum could become the single 
biggest attraction in the Hudson Valley. It would epitomize ‘economic stimulus,’ something our 
region could really use right now.” 
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The study was supervised by Dr. Dean Dudley, an economics professor at West Point. It was the 
capstone project in a course titled "the Economics of Public Policy," during which cadets 
examine practical and theoretical issues in social welfare, public expenditures, taxation, and 
public choice. “It’s a win-win situation,” said Dr.   Dudley. “So often, students have to work on 
theoretical projects, but in this case they’ve created an economic assessment that may help save a 
National Historic Register property.”  The study is available at:  
 

http://www.inclinerailway.org/Incline%20Railway%20Economic%20Impact.pdf 
 
 
About The Incline Society: The Mount Beacon Incline Railway Restoration Society, 
headquartered in the City of Beacon in Dutchess County, New York, is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
Historical Society registered with the New York State Education Department. It also holds a 
Provisional Charter issued by the New York State Board of Regents.  
 
The Society's mission is to restore, operate and maintain the Incline Railway on North Beacon 
Mountain, in the City of Beacon, New York and the Town of Fishkill, New York. The Railway is 
located in Mt. Beacon Park, created on 234 acres of land preserved by Scenic Hudson. Scenic 
Hudson purchased the park’s land parcels in 1995 and 1998, respectively. The latter parcel, 
proposed for a residential subdivision before its acquisition, contains the remnants of the lower 
portion of the Railway. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the Incline Railway is 
an important part of American industrial, engineering, transportation and leisure history. It will 
serve as a living museum and centerpiece asset in the restoration of the Mount Beacon summit as 
a scenic, historic and recreational resource. Press kits are available at: 
www.inclinerailway.org/news_press_kit.htm 
 


